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The Lake Report continued its 
dominance of the provincial 

community newspaper industry 
awards with the unveiling 
of the winners in the annual 
Ontario Community Newspapers 
Association awards last week.

Niagara-on-the-Lake’s 
newspaper and news website 
NiagaraNow.com took a total 
of 27 awards, far and away 
more than any other Ontario 
publication, large or small.

The industry contest was for 
news, features, photography and 
advertising published between 
Oct. 1, 2022, and Sept. 30, 2023.

In all, the paper won the most 
first-place awards with nine — 
including Photographer of the 
Year for NOTL’s Dave Van de 
Laar — along with nine second-
place prizes and eight third-place 
awards.

The paper also received one 
honourable mention.

Richard Harley, the founder 
and editor-in-chief of The 
Lake Report, credited the 
hard work and dedication of 
the newspaper’s news and 
advertising staff and numerous 
community contributors for the 
latest awards.

“As well, we owe a debt of 
gratitude to everyone in the 
community for being avid 
readers of our little paper and 
for allowing us the privilege of 
telling their stories,” he noted.

“But without the dozens of 
small and large businesses 
that support us every week 
to advertise their goods and 
services, none of this would be 
possible,” Harley said.

Van de Laar, a retired City of 
Niagara Falls infrastructure and 
asset technologist, has lived in 
NOTL all his life.

He took up photography 15 

years ago and has been shooting 
for The Lake Report for about 
three years.

He was a runner-up for the 
Photographer of the Year award 
last year. He also took first place 
this year in one of the feature 
photography categories.

Since 2020, The Lake Report 
has now won 96 provincial and 
national awards, more than any 
other publication in the country.

For more on the awards, see 
Page 10 and our special pullout 
section saluting the stories, 
photos and people who won, on 
Pages 11 to 13.

Continued on Page 5

Lake Report’s Dave Van de Laar 
named Photographer of Year

Accolade is one of 27 awards to paper for journalism excellence

Photographer Dave Van de Laar earned the title of Photographer of the Year with this shot of a robin feeding its babies, and other photos.

Council approves Hummel plan for four-storey hotel

Queenston 
residents 
call for lower 
speed limits 
in the village

Continued on Page 2
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Julia Sacco
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Councillors passed 
a controversial bylaw 
Tuesday night to make way 
for the creation of an 81-

room hotel in Old Town.
The new bylaw permits 

land around 228 Queen St. 
to be rezoned to allow the 
hotel development. 

Couns. Wendy 
Cheropita, Nick Ruller, 
Adriana Vizzari, Erwin 

Wiens and Lord Mayor 
Gary Zalepa cast votes in 
favour of the plan.

Couns. Tim Balasiuk, 
Gary Burroughs and Sandra 
O’Connor voted against it.

Burroughs shared several 
issues he found with the 

proposal, including the 
absence of a required 
buffer strip.

“A five-foot 11-inch 
fence is in the bylaw. 
There’s a four-storey 
building going right next 
to the residential area with 

no buffer. I have a problem 
with that,” he said.

Burroughs also pointed 
to the bylaw’s requirement 
for two accessible parking 
spaces for the 81-room hotel 
and said two spaces doesn’t 
meet the town’s requirement 

for accessible parking on 
such a site.

The hotel, proposed by 
developer Rainer Hummel, 
has upset some residents 
of Old Town, including 

Julia Sacco
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The Queenston Residents 
Association is speaking up 
about its desire for safer 
roads in the community — 
for pedestrians, cyclists and 
drivers alike.

During Tuesday night’s 
council meeting, Adrian 
Schoot Uiterkamp, the as-
sociation’s director, made a 
presentation at the podium 
asking council to decrease 
speed limits in Queenston.

“The critical issue in 
Queenston is the speed 
and a mix of traffic on the 
streets, with only three 
of the 10 streets having a 
sidewalk,” Schoot Uiter-
kamp said. 

He added that the small, 
quiet village of Queenston 
attracts vehicles, cyclists 
and hikers with its scenic 
routes and attractions, com-
plicating safety measures. 

Traffic and speeding are 
not new issues in Queen-
ston either, Schoot Uiter-
kamp said.

Concerns from the 
Queenston Residents As-
sociation grew after resident 
Louise Leyland was killed 
by a cyclist last April.

“The (association) 
has expressed concern 
to the town and council 
for many years,” Schoot 
Uiterkamp said.

A survey was put out to 
residents of Queenston last 
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27
wins

more awards

Honoured by the Ontario  
Community Newspapers Association  

for journalism and advertising excellence

As the recipient of nearly 100 
provincial and national awards 
over the past four years, the 

staff of The Lake Report and its many 
community contributors are justifiably 
proud of the work they produce every 
week to keep Niagara-on-the-Lake 
readers informed.

This year, in the annual Ontario 
Community Newspapers Association 
awards, The Lake Report took home 
a total of 27 awards, the most of any 
publication of any size.

The paper placed first in nine 
categories, earned nine second-place 
awards, eight third-place finishes and 
one honourable mention.

In the general excellence category, 
among papers with a circulation of 
6,500 to 12,499, The Lake Report 

ranked second, behind the Haliburton 
Highlander and one spot ahead of the 
now-defunct NOTL Local newspaper.

Among the first-place honours 
received were Best Editorial Page 
or Section, featuring an editorial by 
editor-in-chief Richard Harley on 
NOTL finally implementing a munici-
pal accommodation tax, a column by 
Brian Marshall about the town’s built 
heritage and reader letters on every-
thing from development to health care 
and cycling safety.

Reporter Evan Loree’s front-page 
feature on the first day back to 
school was judged the best in the 
Education class.

Former reporter Somer Slobodian 
earned two major writing awards for 
her three-part series on the lack of 

affordable rental accommodation in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Her work took top honours for Best 
Investigative News Story and also 
won the award for Best Feature or 
News Series (circulation over 10,000). 
It was published between March 23 
and April 6, 2023.

The judges noted, “This series ad-
dressed a crucial issue in Niagara-on-
the-Lake and across Canada — the 
inability of so many people to find 
housing. The series looked at the 
problem from the perspective of many 
people and let the community know 
that much more needs to be done.”

“It was easy to read from start to 
finish and very compelling. This is 

Continued on Page 12
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exactly the kind of reporting 
a small community needs. 
Excellent work!”

Slobodian, Loree and 
managing editor Kevin Ma-
cLean shared the top prize 
for Diversity Coverage, for 
a series of news and feature 
stories and an editorial 
published between June and 
August 2023.

The series looked at the 
repeated vandalism of the 
town’s new rainbow cross-
walk along with resident 
and political responses to 
the issue.

The 2022 Remembrance 
Day ceremony in NOTL 
was one of the wettest in 
memory as torrential rain 
drenched the event.

Slobodian, Loree and 
Harley teamed up to capture 
the day in dynamic and 
emotional photos to produce 
“NOTL Remembers” and 
earn the Best Photo Layout 
award.

The judge said it was 
“by far the best” of the 26 
entries in that category.

Dave Van de Laar, who 
was named Ontario’s Photog-
rapher of the Year, also took 
top prize for the Most Cre-
ative Grip and Grin Photo.

In the news industry, 
cheque presentations and 

static events like political 
announcements are nick-
named “grip and grins,” 
because they usually just 
depict people standing 
around shaking hands or 
smiling for the camera.

Our photographer used 
his knack for good timing 
at the finale of the World 
Shark Championships in 
NOTL last August to snap 
a shot of the winning crew 
celebrating.

The candid camera caught 
regatta chair Rod Gardner 
with world champion sailors 
Chris Clarke, Alex Letch-
ford and Josh Wiwcharyk 
whooping it up with their 
trophies in hand.

The Lake Report’s 
20-page 2022 municipal 
election section “Off To 
The Races” won a pair of 
awards: first place for Spe-
cial Section and third place 
in the prestigious Commu-
nity Service category.

One of the judges called it 
“the most powerful, reader-
friendly election section I’ve 
seen.”

The paper’s nine second-
place awards went to:

The entire paper for Gen-
eral Excellence, featuring 
the March 9 and Aug. 10 
editions.

Loree for Feature Writing 
(over 10,000 circulation), for 

a front-page story on young 
Greta Sobol’s quest to find a 
cure for juvenile diabetes.

Julia Sacco in the Health 
& Wellness category, for 
her on-going “Code Grey” 
series on health care issues. 
Her winning story docu-
mented the need for another 
nurse practitioner and more 
home care in NOTL.

Slobodian for Best Rural 

Story about a project that 
set up traps around the area 
to limit the spread of the 
spotted lanternfly, an inva-
sive species that can wipe 
out entire vineyards.

Slobodian for Sport & 
Recreation Story, a feature 
profile on St. Davids boxer 
Mckenzie Wright and her 
quest to earn a spot on the 
Canadian Olympic team. 

Wright is competing this 
week in Bangkok in her 
final shot at the opportunity 
to represent Canada at this 
summer’s Paris Games.

MacLean and Harley for 
Best Headline Writing.

Sacco for Best Police 
or Court Story about the 
aftermath of the tragic death 
of Louise Leyland, who 
was struck and killed by 
a cyclist while walking in 
Queenston last spring.

Contributor Frank Hayes 
of St. Davids for Best Guest 
or Freelance Column for an 
opinion piece urging drivers 
and cyclists to show more 
respect one another.

Hayes also took second in 
the Best Feature Photo cat-
egory for his dynamic photo 
of a blue heron “walking on 
water” as it prepares to take 
flight.

The Lake Report’s eight 
third-place awards went to:

Harley for Best News Sto-
ry (over 10,000 circulation) 
for breaking the story about 
the town asking the OPP to 
investigate developer Benny 
Marotta giving Coun. Gary 
Burroughs an envelope with 
$10,000 in cash in it.

MacLean for Best Editori-
al (over 10,000 circulation), 
for “Important questions for 
NOTL’s councillors,” in the 
wake of the $10,000 in cash 

handed over by Marotta.
High school student 

Alperen Albayrak for Best 
Editorial Cartoon, about the 
controversial King Street 
condos possibly being used 
as short-term rentals.

Harley for the Best Use 
of Colour, for a full-page ad 
featuring a portrait of his 
newborn son, Levi.

The Lake Report team 
in the Community Service 
category for our 20-page 
municipal election special 
section, Off To The Races.

The Lake Report team in 
the Best Vertical Product 
category, for our 80-page 
glossy magazine, “NOTL: 
A Guide for Distinguished 
Explorers,” summer 2023 
edition. The summer 2024 
edition will be out next 
month.

The Lake Report team 
and contributor Rene Berts-
chi for Best Online Experi-
ence, for a video document-
ing the production of our 
March 2023 celebration of 
International Women’s Day.

The Lake Report team for 
Best Community Website 
(over 10,000 circulation), for 
niagaranow.com.

Harley also earned an 
honourable mention in the 
Best Creative Ad category, 
for the announcement of the 
birth of Levi.

Awards include nine first-place wins

Reporting in the paper’s March 23, 2023 issue won three 
awards. A series by Somer Slobodian on high rental costs 
won first place for Best Investigative News Story and 
Best Feature News Series. A breaking news story about a 
cash donation from a developer to a town councillor won 
second place in the Best News Story category.

The Lake Report received second-place honours in the prestigious 
General Excellence category.

Dave Van de Laar won Photographer of the Year for his work, including these photos. A candid shot of a 
service at the Wayside Chapel on the Niagara Parkway, a tight close-up tennis action shot, and a photo of a 
fire truck splashing through a flooded street after heavy rains left the town “in the lake” instead of “on” it.

Standing just five-foot-
five, with a shoe size of 
eight and a half, Peyton 

Leigh says she is “short for a 
swimmer,” but the 15-year-old 
has never let that slow her down.

The Niagara-on-the-Lake teen 
has just qualified to compete 
in the Canadian Olympic trials 
in two events – the 200-metre 
butterfly and the 400-metre 
freestyle.

A strong performance could 
mean a chance to represent 
Canada at the 2024 Summer 
Olympics in Paris.

Her mother Christi notes the 
journey toward the Olympics 

began when Peyton was just 
four months old, with swim-
ming lessons under coach 
Margaret Park.
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Town asks OPP to investigate after 
developer gives councillor $10,000

NOTL swimmer sets sights on Olympics

NOTL swimmer Peyton Leigh, 15, will compete in the Olympic qualifiers in the 200-metre butterfly and 400-metre freestyle. SOMER SLOBODIAN

Benny Marotta. Gary Burroughs.
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Niagara wineries unite to pressure province for changes

Special Report: 
Rental costs are 
high, supply is 
scarce in NOTL

Continued on Page 5

Somer Slobodian
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

First in a series
Debbie Delesky couch 

surfed for more than a year 
before finally finding a 
place to live in Niagara-on-
the-Lake. 

A NOTL native, she has 
been living with a couple in 
Virgil since November, after 
spending about five months 
at a friend’s house in St. 
Catharines.

Since about 2021 she’s 
hopped among a half-dozen 
places — sometimes in 
different cities — seeking 
a place to call home while 
trying to make ends meet.

Delesky says she was pay-
ing her hosts rent but it was 
a temporary solution to her 
personal housing crisis.

She’s not alone, though.
Across Niagara, through-

out Ontario and nation-
wide, the inability to find 

Jill Troyer
The Lake Report

Niagara wineries trav-
elled to Queen’s Park with 
an important message, as 
well as some delicious VQA 
wine in an effort to lobby 

the government for changes 
to help the industry grow.

Leaders from more than 
a dozen wineries were on 
hand to underscore the 
economic importance of 
their industry and to pour 
some of their best wines at 

a reception following the 
official presentations.  

“We hosted a launch of 
the Vision 2030 document 
at Queen’s Park, where 
we met with all levels of 
government, both political 
officials and bureaucrats, 

to celebrate the launch of 
the vision and to share with 
government the role that 
they need to play to help us 
achieve our ambition,” said 
Del Rollo, chair of Wine 
Growers Ontario.

Vision 2030 is a report 

created by the wine indus-
try. It outlines a forecast 
for ambitious growth with 
big benefits to the economy 
– and it calls for more sup-
port from the government, 

Richard Harley
The Lake Report

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
council has asked the On-
tario Provincial Police and 
the town’s integrity com-
missioner to launch inves-
tigations after prominent 
developer Benny Marotta 

gave $10,000 in cash to 
Coun. Gary Burroughs.

The Lake Report learned 
late last week that Marotta 
handed Burroughs an en-
velope containing $10,000 
during a meeting at the 
developer’s winery, Two Sis-
ters Vineyards, on Saturday, 
March 11.

In interviews, Burroughs 
and Marotta independently 
confirmed the exchange 
happened, but both said it 
was not politically moti-
vated.

Marotta said the money 
was not a bribe and he 
didn’t ask Burroughs for 
anything in return.

It was a personal dona-
tion to Burroughs, mainly 
to help with re-election 
campaign expenditures, he 
said.

Burroughs said, “That 
isn’t what happened. But I 
can’t go further into it.”

Julia Sacco
The Lake Report
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Non-profits want old hospital to be community hub

Celebrating the women of NOTL
More than 100 women fill Queen Street for mass photo to mark International Women’s Day

More than 100 women filled Queen Street on Monday to mark International Women’s Day. See our 12-page special section inside today’s paper. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

A 12-page 
special section, 
starting on 
Page 13, is The 
Lake Report’s 
salute to the 
women of 
NOTL.

Tim Jennings.

Julia Sacco
The Lake Report

Queen Street was closed Monday morn-
ing all in the name of celebrating the 
women of Niagara-on-the-Lake.

The Lake Report invited women from 
all walks of life and from all corners of 
town to a photoshoot in front of the clock 
tower cenotaph in recognition of Interna-
tional Women’s Day, which was Wednes-

day, March 8 this year.
The gathering included a mass photo 

of more than 100 women who flocked to 
the historic town’s Main Street out on a 
cloudy, windless morning.

As well, separate group pictures were 
taken of the women in the groups with 
which they are associated, including the 
agriculture, farming and wine industries, 
the arts, business, church, community or-
ganizations, sports, the town’s leadership 

and the women of The Lake Report.
Pulled together quickly over the past 

two weeks, the consensus among the 
women was that the celebration was a big 
success – and many participants said they 
hope it can become a yearly happening.

Doing it annually wasn’t the plan 
initially, said Lake Report managing 
editor Kevin MacLean. The mass photo 

Evan Loree
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

After the town decided 
in September to do nothing 
with the old Niagara-on-the-

Lake hospital, a non-profit 
group has offered to assume 
the operating costs of the 
building so community 
groups can continue using it 
as a communal space.

Members of the Niagara 

Creative Cultural Com-
munity Hub, a collaborative 
group of non-profit organi-
zations, pitched council on 
Feb. 28 about the benefits 
of using the space as a 
shared facility for commu-

nity groups.
They also asked the 

town to renew the leases of 
the existing renters in the 
building.

Council made no decision 
on the proposal but di-

rected town staff to prepare 
a report on the operating 
costs of the old building. 

However, councillors did 
agree to explore a short-

March 9, 2023
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A special project of The Lake Report: Rose Ellen Campbell, designer; Kevin MacLean, editor

This keepsake Special Edition honours the ordinary 
and extraordinary women of NOTL. 

From years past, the lives and times of many of these women 
were documented in the NOTL Museum’s award-winning book,  

“Making Her Mark: The Women of Niagara-on-the-Lake.”

The book relates the everyday stories of NOTL women who were 
courageous environmentalists, heritage activists, artists, scientists, 

war heroes, teachers, matriarchs, politicians and professionals.

The museum contributed the list at right of more than 100 women, 
now deceased, who, indeed, made their mark on life in town.

Inside this edition, read about some of the women of today who 
are making their mark on NOTL now.

the Women of
N O T L

Looking back well over 200 years, Niagara-on-the-Lake 
has a long history of important contributions  

by dedicated and brave women who strived  
to make a dif ference in their community.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY: #Embr aceEquit y 

For years, Alice Schmidt moni-
tored the town’s emergency 
phone calls and dispatched the 
necessary services.  (NOTL 
Fire Department Collection)

Emma Currie was an author 
and women’s rights champion 
who helped the museum acquire 
genuine Laura Secord artifacts. 
(NOTL Museum Collection) 

A vocal community, heritage 
and environmental activist, 
Margherita Howe was a reci- 
pient of the Order of Canada.  
(Howe Family Collection)   

A former Citizen of the Year, 
Joy Ormsby was a researcher, 
author and passionate guard-
ian of the town’s history.  
(NOTL Museum Collection)

Elizabeth Hawley was a 
designer, business owner and 
activist who supported women 
who were escaping abuse and 
recovering from addiction. 
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Ontario’s award-winning team of 2022-23
Clockwise from top left: Managing Editor Kevin MacLean, Editor-In-Chief Richard Harley, Photographer Dave Van de 
Laar, Reporter Julia Sacco, Former reporter Somer Slobodian, Reporter Evan Loree, guest columnist Frank Hayes and 
regular Arch-i-text columnist Brian Marshall. Together they make up the winning team of 2022-23.

Somer Slobodian won 
Best Diversity Coverage 
for coverage of vandalism 
of the town’s rainbow 
crosswalk. Dave Van de 
Laar won Most Creative 
Grip and Grin Photo for a 
shot of sailors celebrating 
a race victory. The paper’s 
election issue won third-
place for Best Community 
Service.

A photo essay by Richard 
Harley, Evan Loree and 
Somber Slobodian on 
Remembrance Day won 
firs place for Best Photo 
Layout. The paper was 
awarded Best Editorial 
Page or Section for its 
opinion section. A third-
place award was given to 
Alperen Albayrak for Best 
Editorial Cartoon.

Jill Troyer
The Lake Report

Long after the Char-
donnay and Riesling, the 
Gamay Noir and even 
Cabernet Franc grapes have 
been picked, one varietal 
lingers on the vine, soaking 
up the last of the season’s 

heat and sunshine.
Cabernet Sauvignon 

grapes are the last to come 
in and at Marynissen Estate 
Winery, one of the young-
est winemakers in NOTL 
has been patiently playing a 
waiting game for the right 
time to harvest the grapes 
from the oldest commercial 

Cabernet Sauvignon vines 
in Ontario.

The vines were planted 
in 1978, 16 years before 
Marynissen’s winemaker 
Mitchell McCurdy was even 
born. McCurdy is now 28 
and the vines are a vener-
able 44 years old.  

When McCurdy checked 

on the grapes back at the 
end of September, he was 
pleased with what he found. 

“I’m really happy with 
them. We have beautiful 
clusters, with no rot, no 
worries,” he said at the time.

“We had a normal spring 
after a very cold winter and 
we got to 25 degrees almost 

immediately after bud break 
in May. Our ideal tempera-
tures for growing days are 
25 to 35 Celsius, and the 
more the better,” he said.

The true test of ripeness 
comes in tasting the grapes.

“These grapes right now 
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Young winemaker watches over Ontario’s oldest Cabernet Sauvignon vines
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Saving The Wilderness | Pages 3, 9

Kevin MacLean
The Lake Report

The Lake Report has been 
honoured by the Canadian 
Community Newspaper As-
sociation with 29 national 
awards for journalism excel-
lence, more than any other 
publication in the country.

The awards, announced 
Monday, are for stories, 
photos, features and com-
mentary published in 2020 
and 2021.

COVID forced postpone-
ment of the awards for 
2020, so this year judges 
separately assessed submis-
sions from both years.

All told, The Lake Report 
won six first-place awards, 
12 seconds and 11 third-
place honours, competing 
against news publications 
from coast to coast.

Mitchell McCurdy.

Lake Report 
is the most 
decorated 
community 
newspaper 
in Canada

Rain or shine, NOTL remembers

Evan Loree 
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Emily Abt was squeezing rain 
water out of her white gloves 
and soaked from head to toe, 
shivering after the Remembrance 
Day ceremony in Queenston on 
Friday. 

“I’ve been wringing out my 
bun the whole day,” she said, 
referring to the wet knot of hair 
hidden under her hat.

The 17-year-old air cadet spent 
the day supervising the members 
of the honour guard, who were 
watching over the dead soldiers 
memorialized on the town’s two 
cenotaphs.

“They protected us, so we’re 
protecting them,” she said.

The cadets were on site as 
early as 6 a.m., taking half-hour 
shifts, in the morning in Old 
Town and later at Queenston. 

At 9 o’clock, the clouds opened 
up and the rain started pouring. 

It fell remorselessly throughout 
the day, pooling in gutters, pot-

holes and inside leather boots. 
It dripped from the rims of 

wide-brim hats and it ran rivers 
down the umbrellas of anyone 
fortunate enough to have one.

Standing in the rain, with no 
umbrellas to shield them, was 
a young honour guard that a 

Cadet Emily Abt salutes the Canadian flag as it is lowered to half-mast during Friday’s Remembrance Day ceremony at the Old Town 
cenotaph. She was joined by cadets who guarded the cenotaphs at the Old Town and Queenston ceremonies. RICHARD HARLEY

Soaking wet ceremonies a reminder of the sacrifice of veterans
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‘We have to say no’
Community urged to not tolerate vandalism of Pride crosswalk

People cover hateful comments painted on the Pride crosswalk. Police are investigating the damage as a possible hate crime. SOMER SLOBODIAN

Medically assisted endings for people with Alzheimer’s

Cenotaph 
committee 
needs $28k 
to complete 
urgent 
repairs

Continued on Page 15

Somer Slobodian | Local Journalism Initiative | The Lake Report

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

Patients who suffer 
from dementia, of which 
Alzheimer’s disease is the 

most common cause, are 
usually looked after by 
a spouse or partner, with 
the help perhaps of nearby 
family members when 
that’s possible and part-
time support workers.

It’s exhausting for those 

who provide the care 
because it goes on so long 
and the situation only gets 
worse for the patient and 
those helping out.

When home care no 
longer works, patients are 
usually transferred to a 

long-term care facility, 
hopefully nearby, of which 
Niagara residents have 
several choices. 

But wherever the 
patient is looked after, the 
clinical course continues 
downhill as patients lose 

their lifetime’s store of 
memories, struggle to 
make sense of the present 
and increasingly unable 
to form warm sustaining 
relationships with staff and 

Julia Sacco
The Lake Report

The Niagara-on-the-Lake 
cenotaph needs your help.

One of NOTL’s most 
recognizable landmarks is 
in desperate need of restora-
tion and the cenotaph com-
mittee is $28,000 short of 
the $81,000 that is needed 
by Sept. 15 to complete the 
work in 2023.

The committee, a partner-
ship between the town and 
the Legion, is calling the 
community to action, hop-
ing that those who already 
have pledged donations – 
and those who haven’t yet 
done so – will contribute 
immediately.

So far, the committee has 
amassed $53,000 to restore 
the 101-year-old cenotaph 
and memorial clock tower.

It commemorates the 
residents of Niagara-on-
the-Lake who were killed 
in action during the two 
world wars.

Donations can be made in 
person at the town adminis-
tration offices at 1593 Four 
Mile Creek Rd. or the Ca-
nadian Legion Branch 124 
at 410 King St., by mail to 
1593 Four Mile Creek Rd., 
Box 1030, Virgil ON, L0S 
1T0, or online at notl.com/
recreation-events/communi-
ty-initiatives-events. 

Anyone who donates $25 
or above will be issued a tax 
receipt. 

After four separate van-
dalism incidents, many 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 

residents now just seem to expect 
that the new rainbow crosswalk 
will continually be damaged.

Many commenters in public, 
in letters to the editor and on 
social media have suggested such 
vandalism is just a fact of life.

Suzin Schiff thinks that atti-
tude is wrong and people should 
not accept repeated defacing of 
the crosswalk as a fact of life.

“That makes me more sad, 
almost more sad than seeing the 
vandalism itself,” said Schiff, 

who works in administration at 
the Shaw Festival.

She got in touch with the 
town to organize a group photo 
at the crosswalk in support of 
LGBTQ+ community after 
vandals defaced the crosswalk 
for a third time on July 31.

“I called the town and I said, 
‘I need to talk to someone 
about this. Do you know that 
it’s here? What can we do? 
How can we respond?’” she 
said in an interview.

“It’s not enough to see it and 
then clean it up,” she said. 

She wanted to show her sup-

port in-person, she said, and not 
just through social media or the 
newspaper — but to stand on the 
crosswalk where it happened. 

“We need to be physically 
present to feel our feet on the 
place where this transpired 
and to physically show people 
that we stand and support them 
and to show them that they 
should feel safe where they 
live,” she said.

When the crosswalk was first 
put in, she said “it was very 
meaningful” to her.

This topic has always been one 
that’s close to her heart since she 

has friends and family who are 
queer, she said, and she’s always 
been a “strong ally” to the 
LGBTQ+ community.

The group photo was sched-
uled last Friday at 9 a.m., 
barely two days after the dam-
age from the third vandalism 
was cleaned up.

However, people arrived to 
find the crosswalk defaced for 
a fourth time — this time with 
more hateful comments.

She said it’s “disheartening for 
queer people or allies of queer 
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Editorial

Richard Harley 
Editor-In-Chief

Niagara-on-the-Lake is 
finally going to make short-
term rentals charge the 
same two per cent accom-
modation tax as hotels do.

Although the town is tak-
ing its time, giving rental 
operators a generous seven 
months to prepare, it’s a win 
for the town.

As we have said repeat-
edly in editorials about 
short-term rentals, it means 
more revenue and a level-
ling of the playing field for 
hotel operators who have 
been obligated to charge the 
tax to their guests since July 
2022.

It means a fairer system 
and it was the right thing 
to do.

This paper has been vocal 
in advocating for the tax, 
especially after our research 
in 2021 found that just 12 

of 255 short-term rentals 
would be subject to the tax 
under rules set out by the 
town’s council at the time.

Good work on the com-
mitment, councillors. It’s 
about time, to be frank.

Now, let’s ensure all rent-
als are taxed, no matter how 
many rooms they have, and 
figure out how to use the 
income, while also looking 
into a temporary rezon-
ing strategy for unhosted 
rentals.

Coun. Gary Burroughs’ 
suggestion that a committee 
be established to oversee the 
use of the funds is a good 
idea. We hope the people on 
that committee come to the 
table with open minds.

The money is meant to be 
used to support tourism and 
tourism-related activities 
and infrastructure.

We’ve said this also many 
times before: In Niagara-
on-the-Lake, that could be 

just about anything, because 
almost all paths lead to 
NOTL’s tourism industry in 
some form or fashion.

For example: It could be 
used to help restore and 
beautify the Niagara Baptist 
Church Burial Ground in 
the way that Voices of Free-
dom Park has been turned 
into a lovely testament to 
NOTL’s Black heritage and 
history.

Or it could be used to fill 
pot holes near Newark Park.

Almost anything can be 
justified — maybe even 
legal fees for protecting the 
town’s built heritage, which 
is a major tourism draw.

Smart thinking allows the 
money to be spent wisely 
instead of using it on only 
the obvious tourism-related 
activities like marketing and 
festivals. Although some of 
the revenue can be used for 
those things, too.

The town estimates the 

income from expanding the 
tax to be about $600,000. 
It might be even more than 
that. And one way or an-
other, that’s money taxpay-
ers don’t have to spend.

If the town is to bring 
back a short-term rental 
committee as Burroughs 
suggests, then council must 
ensure it is not once again 
overpowered by industry 
stakeholders.

It must have equal rep-
resentation from residents, 
including ones who are not 
happy with the current sys-
tem of managing unhosted 
rentals.

And it should go without 
saying that it should not 
take another year for the 
town to raise its accommo-
dation tax to four per cent.

It’s a plan that has already 
been suggested and ac-
cepted and it could be done 
at the same seven-month 
marker. Or sooner.

Commitment to tax rentals is a good first step
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Title of world champ comes down to one foot
Continued from Front Page

Points are awarded 
based on a boat’s finish in 
each race and the Crunch 
ended the regatta with 57 to 
Rampant’s 58, a razor-thin 
margin.

Third place overall, with 
69 points, was Rocket Ap-
pliance and the team of 
Dave Castle, Dane Broe and 
Jessica Broe-Vayda from the 
Royal Hamilton Yacht Club.

And the Amicus, crewed 
by NOTL sailors Mark 
Schantz, Dave Schantz and 
Ken Greer won the regatta’s 
25-kilometre long-distance 
race and received the Bill 
Metzger Trophy.

The George Hinterhoeller 
Award, named for the man 
who invented the Shark 
in NOTL, was presented 
to Jinnie Gordon for her 
commitment to promoting 
women’s sailing and for 
her dedication to the Shark 
class.

“The trophy has not 
been awarded since 2014,” 
Wiwcharyk told The Lake 
Report.

Crews from the host 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Sail-
ing Club performed well 
all week, regatta chair Rod 
Gardner said.

In all, 48 crews par-
ticipated in the 56th world 
championships, coming 
from Austria, Germany, the 
United States and Canada.

Thirteen different Sharks 
were raced by 43 members 
of the NOTL Sailing Club, 
Gardner said.

As well, “there were over 
50 volunteers needed to run 
the daily program,” he said.

Sharks, which were first 
built by George Hinter-
hoeller in NOTL in 1959, 
“remain the most prolific 
keel boat in Canada,” Wiw-
charyk said.

“The boats have proven 
highly durable and are highly 
scrutinized to ensure ‘level’ 
racing and fair competition 
according to World Sailing 
specifications,” he added.

“The class continues to 
attract high-quality veteran 
and youth sailors looking 
for great racing and a great 
community,” he said.

Top: Regatta chair Rod Gardner, with world champions Chris Clarke, Alex Letchford and skipper Josh Wiwcharyk. Bottom left: Jinnie Gordon, honoured for helping boost women’s 
involvement in sailing, celebrates receiving the Hinterhoeller award. Middle: Members of NOTL’s world champion team, sailors Alex Letchford, Josh Wiwcharyk and Chris Clarke, arrive 
back on shore Friday. Right: NOTL’s Harper brothers, Levi, Jacob and Malcolm, celebrate their second-place finish in the world championships. DAVE VAN DE LAAR/JIM SCHACHT

Julia Sacco
The Lake Report

One week, 48 boats and 
only two bags of garbage.

Thanks to Sailor for the 
Sea’s Clean Regatta proto-
cols, this year’s Shark World 
Championship in Niagara-
on-the-Lake was able to be 
as eco-friendly as possible.

Laurel Gordon, who 

spearhead this initiative on 
behalf of the NOTL Sail-
ing Club, said that she had 
been wanting to implement 
more eco-friendly behav-
iours when she came across 
Sailor for the Sea.

Gordon explained that as 
sailors, they don’t use a lot 
of fuel in their boats and 
rely on the wind – so, why 
not go as green as possible?

“My goal was just to 
have everything reusable, 
recyclable or compostable. 
So, when Sailor for the Sea 
came to light, I thought, 
‘This is the perfect pro-
gram. Let’s just adopt all the 
measures that we possibly 
can,’” she said.

The most vital step was 
securing compostable con-
tainers for meals, she said, 

which they served two of 
each day.

“Border City Papers in 
Niagara Falls carries a won-
derful line of compostable 
dishes and cutlery, so that 
was a natural choice to go 
with them,” she said.

Along with compostable 
dishes, cutlery and cups, the 
sailing club also provided 
filtered water with the “wa-

ter wagon,” reusable drink-
ing vessels and an increased 
number of compost bins in 
the surrounding area.

“We let all the competi-
tors know ahead of time so 
that they didn’t come unpre-
pared,” she said.

Gordon said that for big 
events, the sailing club 
hopes to continue to follow 
the protocols.

Laurel Gordon holds one of 
the bags of compost.

Minimal waste for world shark sailing tournament
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If approved, would King Street condos become short-term rentals? ALPEREN ALBAYRAK

Editorial

Kevin MacLean 
Managing Editor

Niagara-on-the-Lake is a 
town steeped in history.

In fact, we honestly won-
der if any other community 
of similar size can boast 
nearly as many connections 
to significant historical 
events and individuals.

We think not.
The stories can, and do, 

literally fill books.
From being Upper Cana-

da’s first capital, to Maj.-
Gen. Sir Isaac Brock and 
the War of 1812, to Laura 
Secord’s famous walk, to 
Indigenous roots that run 
long and deep, the Under-
ground Railroad and stands 
taken against slavery, Fort 
George, Fort Mississauga 
and numerous associated 
military sites, significant 
burial grounds, historic Old 
Town plus St. Davids and 
Queenston, the clock tower 
cenotaph and the dozens 
of commemorative plaques 
around town that help us 
remember.

And, of course, that list 
barely scratches the surface.

Thanks to forward-
thinking history-keepers 
like Janet Carnochan and 
to all those who came after 
her, who recognized the im-
portance of remembering, 
collecting and cataloguing 
the past, Niagara-on-the-
Lake has a museum that 
is the envy of many other 
communities.

Through its collection and 
its programs it keeps history 

relevant and vital.
Tucked away on Castlere-

agh Street in Old Town, 
where it is led by the vision-
ary Sarah Kaufman, the 
museum is bursting at the 
proverbial seams.

Its long-awaited expan-
sion plans, envisioned by 
Kaufman for a decade or 
more, are now moving 
ahead.

The construction of a 
large new two-storey exhib-
its building and addition of 
a basement under historic 
Memorial Hall are two of 
the key components of the 
Building History: Strength-
ening Community cam-
paign. It all will mean more 
display space and more 
storage for the museum’s 
burgeoning collection, 
better accessibility for all 
visitors.

This is no small potatoes 
project. It’s a $10-million 
expansion and revitaliza-
tion, one of the largest such 
undertakings in town in 
recent memory.

As Kaufman summed it 
up: “I think that we have 
a world-class town and we 
have world-class residents 
that live here and I think 
they deserve a museum that 
is fitting for them.”

Half of the money will 
come from government 
grants, but the other half 
needs to be raised by the 
community.

Fittingly, the historical 
society, which runs the mu-
seum, to lead the campaign 
has turned to a resident with 
an exceptional track record 
for community building.

Sean Simpson is a well-
known NOTL pharmacist, 

but aside from that, whether 
it’s helping with kids sports, 
supporting local charities, 
leading the United Way or 
many other endeavours, he 
has led by example when it 
comes to the community he 
calls home.

His task is a tough one – 
to help the museum raise $5 
million over the next year 
or two or three.

That’s a big ask of small 
community, but we are 
confident that, as they have 
shown before, the individuals 
and businesses of Niagara-
on-the-Lake recognize the 
significance of this special 
town and will step up to help 
preserve our history.

After all, how many other 
towns can boast such a sto-
ried and colourful past? It is 
well worth preserving.

editor@niagaranow.com

Preserving NOTL’s historic past
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